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friends early in 1638, containing twenty-three Greek and
Latin poems, and thirteen English. Milton's poem is the
last of the series, and is signed with his initials only. The
manuscript of it, which is dated November 1637, is in the
library of Trinity College, Cambridge. Besides Milton, the
only contributors of note are John Cleveland, Joseph Beau-
mont, and Henry More. (Masson, i. 646-659.)
1. 14. The passage against the church is lines 113-131.
Milton drew attention to it when he republished the poem
with his full name in 1645. ' *n tnis monody,* he said, < the
author bewails a learned friend, unfortunately drowned in his
passage from Chester on the Irish seas, 1637, and by occasion
foretells the ruin of our corrupted clergy, then in their
height.' < Comus' also had contained some references to the
Romanizing tendencies of the 'Laudian clergy (see Browne's
introduction to the Clarendon Press edition of Milton's
Poems, pp. xlix-lv). Of the versification ofc Lycidas,' Landor
remarks, * No poetry so harmonious had ever been written in
our language, but in the same free metre both Tasso and
Guarini had captivated the ear of Italy.' (Works, iv. 499, ed.
1876.)
1. 20. Alice, daughter of Sir John Spenser, of Althorpe,
married, first, Ferdinando Stanley, afterwards fifth Earl of
Derby; secondly, Thomas Egerton, afterwards Lord Chan-
cellor Ellesmere. Her daughter, by the Earl of Derby,
Frances Stanley, married John Egerton, son of Lord Chan-
cellor Ellesmere by a former wife, and became the mother of
the three children who performed in * Comus.* Harefield is
about four miles from Uxbridge. * Arcades' is a fragment of
a masque performed there probably in 1633. (Masson, Life
of Milton, i. 599.)
1. 23. Milton's mother died on April 3, 1637.
1. 27. Sir Henry Wotton's letter, dated April 13,1638, was
prefixed by Milton to c Comus' in the volume of poems pub-
lished in 1645, ana^ may be found in this place in nearly all
editions of Milton's works.
1. 31. Milton gives a narrative of his travels in his
' Defensio Secunda,' on which the account of Phillips and all